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ers said furniture will not be available after July 1, 1901, as it is to be 
stored and held at the disposal of the Department of State. A file case, 
or something similar, will then be required for filiDg papers, keeping 
stationery, etc. Also, about a half dozen chairs. I would recommend 
that authority be granted to make requisition on the purveying depot 
for the necessary furniture. 

The station is supplied with the following disinfecting apparatus and 
material, to wit, 1 Challenge pump, No. 8 ; 12 feet suction hose ; 50 feet 
discharge hose, and nozzle for same ; 25 pounds bichloride of mercury ; 
2 barrels sulphur ; 1 carboy alcohol ; 20 sulphur pots. 

In the boarding and inspection of vessels, the custom-house launch is 
used. There are no means of boarding belonging to the Service. The 
records of the station are well kept. The instructions issued from this 
office relative to uniforms have not been entirely complied with. 

The major of the city, Gen. Carlos Eojas, whom I had the pleasure 
of meeting, is much interested in quarantine matters and is anxious 
that Cardenas should have all the facilities possible in that line. He is 
willing to allot the necessary space for quarantine purposes on the new 
pierhead to be built in the harbor. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Saez is efficient and faithful in the per- 
formance of his duties. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Guitbbas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Surg. A. H. Glennan, U. 8. M. H. 8., 

Chief Quarantine Officer, Island of Cuba, Havana, Cuba. 

Havana, Cuba, July 8, 1901. 
Eespectfully referred to the Surgeon-General, U. S. Marine-Hospital 
Service, with the report that proposals will be obtained at Havana for 
file case and 6 chairs for use of the quarantine officer at Cardenas. 

A. H. Glennan, 
Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer, Island of Cuba. 
The Subgeon-Genebal, 

•U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report of inspection of the quarantine station at Isabela de Sagua. 

Matanzas, Cuba, June 19, 1901. 
Sib : In accordance with telegraphic orders dated Havana, June 14, 
1901, and instructions contained in the fourth indorsement to letter 
from this office dated May 31, 1901, relative to the use of the custom- 
house launch at the port of Isabela de Sagua by the quarantine officer, 

1 have the honor to submit herewith report of inspection of the Marine- 
Hospital Service Quarantine Station at Isabela de Sagua. Acting Asst. 
Surg. Pedro Garcia Eiera is in charge. Manuel Eodriguez, boatman. 
The station is located at Isabela de Sagua, the seaport of Sagua la Grande, 
distant from it about 12 miles, and included within its municipal district. 
The population of Isabela de Sagua, according to the last census, is 
2,352. The town is almost entirely built over the water, the houses 
and sidewalks being erected on piles. The harbor is good, but not well 
protected from the wind on account of the flatness of the surrounding 
country. The anchorage for vessels drawing under 16 feet 4 inches is 

2 miles from shore. Vessels drawing more than that must anchor about 
6 miles away. 
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The quarantine officer uses his private office for the dispatch of official 
business, there being no room in the custom-house and no place being 
supplied by the Service. Dr. Eiera's office is near the custom-house 
and within view of it, and, therefore, convenient for the transaction of 
business. 

There is no property belonging to the Service, with the exception of 
a copying press, inkstand, blanks, blank books, and stationery. For the 
purpose of boarding and inspecting vessels, the quarantine officer uses 
a small boat, his private property, manned by the boatman employed 
by the Service. This boat is 12 feet long by 4 feet wide and is useless 
in rough weather. 

During the collectorship of Capt. Blias Chandler, U. S. A., he placed 
the steam launch and sloop of the custom-house at the service of the 
quarantine officer, whenever these boats were not otherwise engaged. 
The present collector, Captain Crabbs, disapproved, and still disapproves, 
of this arrangement for the reason that he is of the opinion that the 
quarantine officer should have separate means of transportation, on 
general principles, and especially on account of the danger of contagion 
that he fears arises from the dual use of the boats. 

I had the pleasure of conferring with the collector, Captain Crabbs, 
and our interview was most pleasant. The statement of Dr. Eiera that 
the use of the launch was refused him is true in a general way, insomuch 
that the answer of the collector to his request for its use on that par- 
ticular occasion was, "estavez, si" (this time, yes). In Spanish the 
sense of the phrase is rather harsher than in English, and naturally 
bars a second request. 

The collector read me his indorsement on my letter to the chief 
quarantine officer, relative to the subject, stating his views and objec 
tions to the conjoint use of the steam launch and his criticism of the 
Service at Isabela de Sagua. I showed him that the danger of contagion 
from a short visit aboard a vessel, even though infected, was very slight, 
especially when made by a sanitary medical officer, who naturally 
would take all the necessary precautions to prevent infection. And, 
moreover, that an open boat, such as the steam launch, could hardly 
become infected by such transient contact, and that in so far as yellow 
fever was concerned, the crew of the boat being immune, the danger 
was practically nil. 

From Captain Crabbs' point of view, his criticism of the Service at 
Isabela de Sagua is well founded, inasmuch as he looked for a complete 
quarantine service, with disinfecting plant, hospital building, boarding 
boat, etc. 

I pointed out to him the difference between a fully equipped "quar- 
antine station" and an "inspecting station," and informed him that 
Isabela de Sagua belonged to the latter class. Considering it, then, as an 
"inspecting station," Captain Crabbs was willing to admit that his 
criticism was unfounded, and that the duties of the quarantine officer 
were faithfully performed, and in fact, that Dr. Eiera was, if anything, 
too careful and conscientious in the performance of his duties. 

The collector, however, still maintained that he disapproved of the 
conjoint use of the launch, agreeing, nevertheless, as a favor, to permit 
such use during such time as it should be deemed necessary. Under 
the circumstances and unless the use of one of the custom-house boats 
for boarding purposes can be put on a more practical and clearly denned 
basis than at present, I would recommend that a boat on the lines of 
that of the disinfecting barge Guardian be supplied to the station at 
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Isabela de Sagua ; or else, and more convenient and economical, that 
inasmuch as the custom-house has 2 boats — a steam launch and a sloop — 
with but 1 crew, the latter be transferred to the Service. 

The records of the station are fairly well kept. The regulations as to 
uniform had not been fully complied with. 

Respectfully, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
Surg. A. H. Glennan, U. 8. M. H. 8., 

Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba, Havana, Cuba. 

Havana, Cuba, July 8, 1901. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Surgeon General, U. 8. Marine-Hospital 
Service, Washington, D. C, with the report that the port of Isabela de 
Sagua is an inspection station and a disinfecting barge is unnecessary. 

Since the date of this report, Captain Crabbs, U. S. A., acting col- 
lector of customs, has been relieved and a Cuban appointed as collector. 
It is believed that there will be no further trouble in the use of the 
small boats for boarding purposes. 

A. H. Glennan, 
Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, July 9, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the trans- 
actions at this station for the week ended July 6, 1901 : 

There were no cases of yellow fever and no deaths from the disease 
during the week. The case reported the previous week (which had 
been brought into the city from outside for treatment) was discharged, 
and there are now no cases on hand. 

On the 2d instant quarantine against Mexican ports was put into 
effect. All nonimmune passengers from the above ports are now 
detained at the Triscornia detention camp to complete five days from 
port of departure. 

Acting Asst. Surg. F. E. Menocal reports that 1 immigrant was 
examined and permitted to proceed to Santiago de Cuba. Baggage had 
not been exposed and was inspected and passed. 

I inclose the usual statistics for the week, also monthly report of the 
Triscornia detention camp for June, 1901. 

Respectfully, A. H. Glennan, 

• Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



